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Introduction to the HOUP Annual List of Titles (ALT) 

The ultimate aim of this Annual List of Titles (ALT) is to provide a year-by-year listing of 
all the known titles produced by the Press (and by printers in some way associated 
with, or acting for, the Press) between 1478 and 2004. This will include books printed 
by, but not necessarily published by, the Press. As one of the aims of this list is to 
provide an illustration of the production profile of the Press at any given time, ‘titles’ 
will include new editions and new impressions of existing works. Indeed, any work 
carrying a new date on its title page will be included as a separate entry. 

There is no single, consistent and reliable source for this data. Even the archives of OUP 
do not offer a comprehensive or consistent account. For this reason the ALT is being 
constructed from a host of sources; in particular: COPAC, The English Short Title 
Catalogue, Nineteenth Century Short Title Catalogue, World Cat, Madan’s Oxford 
Books, the appendix to Carter’s book, the Oxford Press Bulletin, and evidence from the 
OUP archive itself. 

The use of multiple sources inevitably leads to inconsistencies in the way books are 
recorded, but then any list that uses more than one source, or uses a union catalogue 
source (such as COPAC), will be subject to this problem. The advantages of using 
multiple sources, however, far outweigh the disadvantages in terms of 
comprehensiveness and reach.  

General Principles 

The ALT is based on the assumption that, in terms of bibliographical control, it is better 
to have something than nothing. Even in its first version, the ALT will give us a sense of 
the scale and range of the Press’s production at any given time, particularly for the 
period 1780-2004 for which no listing has ever before been attempted. 

Given the substantial number of titles, editions and impressions produced by OUP, 
particularly since the 1860s, it will be difficult if not impossible to produce a wholly 
accurate account. The aim of the ALT is to start by providing a rough outline. Not every 
entry will be accurate, some entries will be missing, there will be some duplication, and 
there will be the occasional bibliographical ghost. However, given the large number of 
entries, statistically the overall pattern suggested by even the early versions of the ALT 
should not, we hope, be seriously misleading. 

The ALT provides a listing of titles, not print-runs, and not sales. Gradually it is hoped 
that some entries will, where possible, be augmented by information from the OUP 
archive and other sources which will, on occasions, be able to provide such additional 
data. 
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That having been said, this list will never be wholly comprehensive. Some impressions 
certainly, some editions probably and even some titles, will escape the net. For this 
reason we should regard this list as being in a permanently provisional state, subject to 
additions and amendments as more information is discovered. As with quantum 
physics, this list will aim at a progressively more precise approximation to the truth, 
rather than at certainty. 

‘Core’ and ‘Context’ Files 

The compiler of the ALT also had a secondary aim that was partly forced on him by the 
nature of much of the bibliographical material relating to the earlier periods of the 
History. For various historical and bibliographical reasons, many Press and Press-
related books do not necessarily record ‘OUP’ or ‘Clarendon’ in their imprint or, if they 
do, it is not always picked up by the search engine. For this reason, at least before 1906 
(and the formal creation of the London Business), it is safer to search for ‘Oxford’ as a 
place of publication rather than as a printer/publisher. Of course, this type of search 
brings up a large number of titles printed or published in Oxford but not by, or in 
association with, the Press or its printers. Nevertheless, this information about the 
nature and size of non-OUP publishing activity in Oxford is important as it provides an 
illuminating context for the study of OUP’s activities. The Press did not print or publish 
in isolation, indeed, one can occasionally see evidence of the Press observing, reacting 
to, or even apparently imitating, other Oxford-based publishers. 

For this reason, wherever it has been possible, a parallel series of files has been created 
which contain listings of non-OUP but Oxford printed or published titles. Files 
containing OUP-related titles are designated as ‘Core’ files; files containing non-OUP, 
Oxford-published or printed titles are designated as ‘Context’ files.  

It is highly likely that some titles currently located in the Context files will prove to be 
OUP books which were mis-transcribed or inadequately transcribed by their original 
cataloguers (a number of catalogues within COPAC, for instance, do not record all the 
imprint information). If a user comes across an OUP book in a Context file, please 
inform the General Editor who will ensure that the record is then moved into the 
appropriate Core file. For obvious reasons more time will be spent on refining the Core 
ALT than the Context ALT, but the Context will not be neglected. 

The Files 

Because of the size of this list, and because of the various ways in which it might be 
used, it has been presented in a number of different ways. ALT Core is in one set of 
lists, ALT Context is in another. Individual year files have been consolidated into runs of 
years. So far, the first versions of the following runs are available: 1478-1600, 1601-
1642, 1661-1700, 1701-1740, 1781-1896, 1897-1930, 1931-1950. 1741-1780 will be 



3 

 

mounted soon and will be combined with 1701-1740. 1643-1660 are currently proving 
difficult, as you might imagine; and the years 1951-2004 have their own problems on 
which we are working. 

Sources 

It should be noted that any given section of the ALT is only as good as its source or 
sources. COPAC and World Cat, being union catalogues of sorts, are particularly 
vulnerable as they gather together the weaknesses as well as the strengths of their 
contributing libraries’ catalogues. Different libraries use different cataloguing 
conventions, some much more informative and helpful than others. However, 
whatever the cataloguing conventions, no catalogue is safe from human error in 
transcription. When detected and correctable, these errors have been silently 
corrected, but many remain. What follows is a list of the sources that we plan at some 
stage to use. The raw files used to construct the ALT, with the dates they were 
originally downloaded from the source, have also been made available. 

British National Bibliography (BNB) 1950-2004 

The current version of ALT 1950-2004 is derived not from COPAC, which lists all 
editions and impressions of OUP titles held in the UK union catalogue, but from the 
British National Bibliography (BNB). From 1950 this has listed first editions and 
significant revised editions of books published in the UK and the Republic of Ireland. 
For this reason its coverage of first editions is very comprehensive but it is less good 
than COPAC in picking up subsequent editions and much less good at recording 
impressions. However, it does allow us to cover a period for which COPAC currently 
produces so many duplicates as to make a survey very difficult. 

The ALT for 1950-2004 is divided into five parts, 1950-70, 1971-1990, 1991-1995, 1996-
2000, 2001-2004. This is essentially to create files of manageable size. There is also a 
break in the way in which OUP titles are recorded in the BNB. Up to and including 1970 
the best way of finding OUP books is to search for ‘Oxford U’; between 1971 and 2004 
the best search term is ‘Oxford University Press’. Clarendon books were searched for 
separately and the search term ‘Clarendon’ worked equally well in both periods. 

You will find the occasional title in a given year which appears to carry the date of 
another year. These may be reprints carrying the date of the original edition, but they 
are being investigated. For the time being it was felt best to leave them in. If you need 
further clarification of a particular title carrying a particular date, use COPAC to search 
for that title and date. 
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Within 1950-70, 1971-1990, 1991-1995, 1996-2000, and 2001-2004 there are two lists: 
one for OUP titles, and one for Clarendon titles. As with the other ALTs, entries are 
usually arranged alphabetically by title.  

CARTER  

Harry Carter, A History of the Oxford University Press, Volume I (Oxford: The Clarendon 
Press, 1975), Appendix pp. 414-612. This material will be scanned in so the early 
versions may well contain some typos and mis-readings. Carter excludes Bibles and 
Testaments in English, and Books of Common Prayer. Carter will be used to augment 
material from ESTC. 

COPAC  

Due to the nature of COPAC-derived information, there are a considerable number of 
multiple entries in the raw data downloaded from the system. One of the most 
laborious editorial tasks was to go through the raw files year-by-year removing the 
multiple entries. This was not a quick exercise because the various library catalogues 
making up the union catalogue had different ways of cataloguing a single title, so it was 
not always clear which were and which were not duplicate entries. It is highly likely 
that COPAC-derived files still contain duplicates and the General Editor would be 
pleased to learn of any duplicates found. 

ESTC 

Record numbers and System numbers were removed, as were near duplicates. Entries 
that have queried imprints (e.g. ‘Oxford?’) were excluded. 

Madan 

Falconer Madan, Oxford books. A bibliography of printed works relating to the 
University and city of Oxford or printed or published there with appendixes and 
illustrations (Oxford: OUP) Volume I The early Oxford Press, 1468-1640 (1895) Volume 
II Oxford Literature 1450-1650, and 1641-1650 (1912) Volume III Oxford Literature 
1651-1680 (1931). The intention is to scan this material.  

NSTC  

This was a product of a heroic and partly-commercial effort to do what the original 
ESTC had done for the eighteenth century, though in a less rigorous way. It was never 
properly completed and, as far as we know, has not been up-dated in the last few 
years. Its files covering the early nineteenth century up to 1870 are particularly thin, 
particularly in terms of imprint information. The records for 1871-1919 are better and 
information from these years has been used to augment the COPAC data. The year 
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1900 was not augmented by NSTC because that year is peculiarly swollen by undated 
material being attributed to it. 

Sources for specific periods 

1478-1689 

The principal source for this period is The English Short Title Catalogue (ESTC) now 
incorporated into COPAC. 

1690-1780 

The principal source for this period is ESTC now incorporated into COPAC. In time this 
will be augmented by the appendix to Harry Carter, A History of the Oxford University 
Press, Volume I. This latter material will be scanned so the early versions may well 
contain some typos and mis-readings. However, the overall profile should be quite 
clear. 

1781-1850 

The principal source for this period is COPAC. The period 1781-1800 has been 
augmented by material from the ESTC. NSTC cannot be used for the later part of this 
period because the earlier files of NSTC to 1870 do not include sufficient imprint 
information. 

1851-1895 

The principal source for this period is COPAC. The period 1870-95 has been augmented 
by material from the NSTC. 

1896-1950 

The principal source for this period will be COPAC and, later, the Oxford Press Bulletin 
from 1912, which will be scanned. The period 1896-1919 has been augmented by 
material from the NSTC.  

1951-1970 

The principal source for this period will be BNB. 

Editorial Procedures 

These varied according to the source being used. 

The entries have usually been organised alphabetically by title. However, if there is a 
problem in finding a particular entry, the user should use the search facility in his or her 
word-processor. 

The source of each entry is usually indicated in square brackets after the entry. 
However, for each period there is a principal source of data (see Section 5). Entries 
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derived from the principal source do not have a concluding set of square brackets. For 
instance, as COPAC-derived data formed the principal source for the period 1780-1950, 
any entry in this period’s files which does not indicate its origin should be assumed to 
be a COPAC-derived. 

Certain details in certain entries have been highlighted in bold. This is usually to help 
distinguish one entry from another as, for instance, in the case of a number of New 
Testaments produced in the same year and only distinguished by format or number of 
pages. In this case the format or page length details would be highlighted. Occasionally 
highlighting is used to register an interesting feature that might otherwise be 
submerged. 

Most entries in the Context ALT are bracketed: { } indicates that the entry was probably 
printed by a printer in some way associated with the Press. {{ }} indicates that the entry 
was probably printed or published by an independent, Oxford-based printer or 
publisher. {{{ }}} indicates that the entry lacks sufficient imprint information to be 
classified; it may be that at least some of these entries are Press books which, when 
additional information becomes available, will be moved into the Core ALT. These 
classifications are tentative and are subject to revision. 

Each year file has attached to it a number. This number indicates the number entries in 
that file. These numbers will be used to compile statistics such title output by year, 
decade and period, etc. These numbers will be adjusted as entries are added to or 
removed from the file. 

The Future 

All these listings need further work: additions, further removal of duplicates, 
corrections of transcription, correction of dating, etc. At some stage in the future we 
hope to set up a formal crowd-sourcing system to help us do this. In the meantime, if 
you have any comments or suggestions to make please send them to 
simon.eliot@sas.ac.uk . 
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